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THE NEW NOVELIST.
THE nnrmm\*\‘iun A Boctal Smdy,

819, Harper & Brothers
It needs little penetration to discover that the an-
thor of this story is an experienced man of letters,
but a new povelist. The art of putting things with
point and precision, of expressing a Mrlkmgthuughl
80 neatly that the felicity of the terse phrase rivals
the brightness of the idea, of telling a story cloarly
aud quickly, and depicting various phases of life
and shades of charnoter, with a few and vigorons
but carefal strokes, is not an accomplishment which
ooies by nature; 1 is the product of trained tr vlent.,
Every page of the hook shows the practised hand
of a writer to whom long use has wade exact liter-
Ary expression as casy and spontauecus as the con-
versation of some of those wifted talkers who are at
onoe the delight and the envy of then asanciates.
And in the style there is a charm which nearly all
novices mniss—u certain graceful and clusive melody
which deponds upon variety in the patteru uud
swing of the sentencos. A uow writer is apt to s
take cither ceromonious monotony for e'vgunes, or
excessive abruptness for epigram.  The suople and
peasant eadences of * The Bread-Winuers" remind
ns of its hero, who wenrs his well-cut clothes us
casily us n self-respecting bird wears his feathers,
If the writer, hawover, hus obvlously the habit of
writing well, he cannot kave been in the Labit of
writiug wovels, There are no other anonymons
fictions of this qua'ity waiting for a claimant; aud
there is no acknowlodged work which we ean ren-
sonably attribute to the saae pen, The fadivi

ality of tho new story ts periectly distinct

18mo, pp

Wa
may add that an experionced povel-writer wol i

Lave made the book longer.  Bome erities have ohe
jected to it that the couclusion is nnduly Lastensd
In onr judgment **The 1 Winners ™
luck of constructive ingenuity or suatained power
but it s laid out on & plan which woulkd lisve )

sli-

fied larger trentment.  Threo lines of narral il
three clusscs of society wre conooctel in the
plot, but they touch  sw h other brictly, and

are disentangled from the catastrophe with rather
less trouble than o professional vovel-muker wonld
have thought appopriate; whils the sibordinmis
porsonages who it seross the seene, Bott, Vurrey,
Teniple, Phrasy, Dallas, ate so entertuining thut one
balf-resouts their speody disappoarance,  But theoe
are few novels to which wo can pay the compitment
of complaining that they are oo short.

The suthor has probably e muup!wh: vl nll that D
meant to do.  He calls the book "a s lul study,
not a novel.  Hs most rearkable merit 1s thv ex-
traordinary vividuess with which it preseuts thros
strougly contrasted varieties of Awerican life, va 11
with an exactitude und dramatic distincliess
which seem to be the resilt of closo per 1al ohser-
vation; and yot the refined soclety of * Algouquin
Aveuue,” the * brotherboods” of demagognes uhil
strikers, and the base world of Miss Maud Matchin

are so fur apart that it is a mystery how one
map  conld have stadicd than sl The
creative dramstic faculty, however, is o st
of clmrvoyance, which lays hare to an author |
phascs of experience which he has ot unlly ex.
perienced, and the funer < haract wl thonglits of

persons who bave ouly brushs o against him, Noth
fng could be more life-like than the de geription of
the meeting of the Hrothorl of Broad Winner
the brutal awd gnorant Lhie

g of profeéssional

Inbor-agitators, the rapineand violence of the preat
strike, the blatant spirtual medinm the rascally
Irish mayor, the practical politioens, and !

other dangerons eley ts of our civitization, The
very force and truthfnliesa of these ropresentias
tions areenongh to secnne o the buok i honor il
tritmte of disapproval from newspapers which earn

aliving by “chinning " (f we may bortow i
of one of the Brotherhood) ot “1hie downiall
money-power and the rehalitation of I wr.*  The
language of this elass wuy be horros d from thew
journals aud speechies: bat the power of roalizing

it in the form of conversation is a gift akin to that

of bonginution, The husene the seemit socioly |
reformers. who shirk work by esponsing the elaims |
of the workingman to “u little fuirer i e s

strongly ilustrated in the charueter of OHitt, and
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Muudd Matchin s o new figare m Aven
fiction, l‘:\t'l_\'lo-ﬂl_\' Las seen her living counter-
part: but here for the 1 t the the character s
gulijected 1o a thoroueh disscetion, atild o specinen
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of worbid moral anatomy is exposed, which derives |

¥ Lhs

& certoin dreadful fascination from the |
§4 by 00 means MRCeIIn,

penetrating the recesses of this gicl's mean and |

purrow wdnd, and catching the mixtitre of shaw
¢ utylishiness” and essent jal vulgnrity s her tulk
and : wers, is the most signal fostancee of tha

higher

crentive fuenlty. In the portraits of the
it is poeer-

class, Arthur Furuban and the Beldmgs,
Liaps onough 1o praise tle writer's aecnrnte obsers
yvation; though there (T delicate tonches
here which rewind us that 1l rlhlnl obaerver is
often reflecting his own refinement.  ‘The lovely
imnge of Alice Belding is beantifully drown
s i exquisite art in the indies nof o dif-
e of quality between mother amd daughter,
as if the girl with the advantage of an extrid gene
utedd o tiner

e

|

ation of geptleness and cultuie repre
type of soul and & more perfect poli -11. 1lhe man-
e ut of Alice’s participation in the last chapters
is extremely poetical, and the cone lusion is natural
and effective,

We might meution many scenes which seem to us
particnlarly strong, but if we began such a eata-
Jogue we should not know where to stop, The in-
cidentsy of  1he strike are not teld with
wuch  fulvess the plan of the story
would warrant, they are nandled with great
vigor aud brillianey. The catastrophe of (M
plot is an sdmirabile § of writing, and the dis-
pusition which is lll ally made of Mund and Sum
Sloeny, though it way strike the reader at tirst with
& hittle nupleasant surprise, I8 a WOt img OUE ATG

original dispensation ol poctie justiee, 1 politi-
tute a katire none the lessseverely
The intervicw
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gal episodes consti
true for being intensely hnmorous,
vetween Fambam and Peonybaker, when n..- latter
lesas steer,” becanse

patriot is “a-kickin' like a
his colleagoes ou the Library bosnd bave organiz d
a froesv-out sgaiust him in a little matter of
patronage, s situply perfect.
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